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Teaching Staff
— ArtEZ Arnhem:  
Stefan Bendiks, Moniek Otten,  Ady Stetekee
— HTWG Konstanz:  
Leonhard Schenk, Andreas Schwarting
— ENSAS:  
Dominik Neidlinger, Laurent Reynès
— INSA Strasbourg:  
Anke Vrijs

Speakers
Philip Denkinger, Andrea Grigorovich, Joël Henry, 
Michel Mattoug, Matthias Rottmann 
Maren Beier, Laura Muller, Victor Jante (students 
from the University of Strasbourg)

Associated Universities
ENGEES Strasbourg,  
Université de Strasbourg

Students
— ArtEZ Arnhem:  
Guus Degen, Jeffrey Floor, Koen Geraedts, Niek 
Heideman, Niels Leitje, Niels Matitawaer, Bas  
Rollermann, Frans Rubertus
— HTWG Konstanz:  
Kilian Basfeld, Katharina Bergmann, Thomas 
Bertle, Svetlana Bizulja, Nadia Bürgmann, Frederic 
Decressin, Tobias Haasis, Marc-Christian Hodapp, 
Carina Moosmann, Katharina Münch, Emina Osmic, 
Dominik Österlein, Eva Schädele, Franziska Schall, 
Daniela Schwarzkopf, Britta Streicher
— ENSAS:  
Emilie Bruzi, Emy Gaillot, Jessica Schmitt
— INSA Strasbourg: 
Sarah Aidouni, Camille Duval, Alice Geber, Léon 
Hollender, Guillaume Isnard, Claude Pierrel

The Rhine is 1.230 km long, flows through five 
countries and acts as a physical barrier bet-
ween several of them. During the International 
Summer School, held in Strasbourg from 14 
to 27 July 2013, architecture and design stu-
dents and teachers from Artez Arnhem, HTWG 
Konstanz, INSA Strasbourg, ENSA Strasbourg 
set out to ask questions about this „no man‘s 
land“:
What is the identity of the Rhine basin? What is 
a border, how do we deal with borders? What 
are our preconceived ideas about the Rhine?
The first week we had lectures and went on a 
cruise down the Rhine and around the harbour, 
we met local authorities and explored the city 
with Joël Henry. On our excursion to Basel 
we learned about other aspects of the Rhine 
and the planning methods of the International 
Building Exhibition in Basel 2020. This first 
part of the summer school provided the aca-
demic input for both, students and teachers.
The second week took the form of a design 
studio, in which the students worked together 
in international teams. Based on analysis of 

a number of urban and landscape situations, 
each group came up with their own set of ideas 
which were then discussed with all the partici-
pants. The groups carried out their own perso-
nal projects, which were shown in an exhibiti-
on and are illustrated on this poster. However, 
this only gives a small idea of the creativity 
and commitment of the participants and the 
surprising results of the Summer School. We 
are now looking forward to expanding our aca-
demic network by including additional Rhine 
universities.
Our thanks go to the Lifelong Learning Pro-
gramm of the European Commission for ma-
king this project possible, to the INSA for ta-
king care of all the practical organisation, to 
the ENSAS for providing the working space 
in a brand new and inspiring atmosphere and 
all the other people who helped us in so many 
ways.

Anke Vrijs, 
INSA Strasbourg, teacher and coordinator of the 
project, 25 july 2013
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The them
e of the w

orkshop w
as „no m

an’s land, no m
an’s w

ater“. A
fter 

som
e research, w

e found out that there are no m
an’s lands w

ithin the 
city. W

e listed and m
apped them

, and chose to w
ork on the m

ost expo-
sed one – place G

rim
m

eisen.
The square is a ground-level parking lot surrounded by housing. A 
sm

all part of the place, separated by a w
all, com

prises a w
alkw

ay to 
hide the parking lot from

 passers-by.
P

lace G
rim

m
eisen is a no m

an’s land as it is a subject of dispute be-
tw

een the city and the local inhabitants. The form
er w

ant to build a 16 
m

 high parking lot, w
hich hasn‘t gone dow

n w
ell w

ith the people living 
there.
W

e carried out a survey to find out w
hat people w

anted the square to 
becom

e and decided to publicise the results.
W

e exhibited the 6 m
ost popular ideas by m

aking photom
ontages and 

fram
ing them

 like w
indow

s in the w
all. The objective is now

 to collect 
people’s com

m
ents and ideas.

//Keep C
ool!

//Keep grow
ing!
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O
ur subject is borders. There are m

any spots betw
een Strasbourg and 

K
ehl w

hich are undergoing profound change.
In the P

arc des D
eux R

ives, for exam
ple, there is now

 a footbridge lin-
king France and G

erm
any. C

rossing the border seem
s so easy that w

e 
often ask ourselves if it actually exists. C

an a border sim
ply disap-

pear? D
o borders now

 com
e in other form

s (physical, psychological, 
cultural …

)?
The park closes at night on the French side but not on the G

erm
an one, 

w
hich creates the im

pression that the border shifts after dark.
O

ur w
ork is an experim

ent in the park, using the French, G
erm

an and 
European fl

ags, to find the „real borders“ and get people to react.

http://w
w

w
.insa-strasbourg.fr/fr/form

ation-architecte/

Take part in a project and set a new
 record for the biggest num

ber of 
floating paper boats on the R

hine river.
„N

o m
an‘s land – no m

an‘s w
ater“ is the subject of an international 

Sum
m

er School involving A
rchitecture and D

esign faculties from
 

three countries, France, N
etherlands and G

erm
any. A

ll three have one 
thing in com

m
on: the R

hine. Let the „no m
an‘s w

ater“ becom
e visible 

for a m
om

ent in the form
 of floating paper boats.

To give the cam
paign m

ore m
eaning, w

e (five architecture students 
from

 the three countries) m
ade a prom

otional tour, during w
hich w

e 
collected requests to be used for the boats. These are listed on Fa-
cebook, so they can be tracked and hopefully eventually find a use or 
self-fulfilm

ent.
W

hat is the m
eaning of the R

hine for you? W
hat do you associate w

ith 
the R

hine? W
hat im

provem
ents do you think could be m

ade to the R
hi-

ne? Tell us the city you are from
 and m

ake your w
ish! W

ho? W
e, you, 

your fam
ily and friends. Let‘s get started!

w
w

w
.facebook.com

/groups/149136571953051/

©
 K

laus Stöber
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